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Dear Freshers of 2016, 
 

 

Many congratulations on your results and welcome to 

University College, or Castle, as it is more lovingly 

known. My name is Fraser, and I am your Senior Student 

for the coming year. I’ll be leading the JCR Exec, the 

group dedicated to helping you all make the most of 

your time here and enjoy it as much as possible. The rest 

of the team have introduced themselves on the next few 

pages, so please do say ‘hello’ when you arrive in 

Freshers’ Week! 

 
Castle is a unique place – not only are we nestled in the 

glorious Durham World Heritage Site in our resplendent 

Norman Castle, but we also boast an incredibly active 

student body. Whatever your talent or interest, between 

College and the Students’ Union it will almost certainly 

be catered for. And remember, if you do want start a 

new society then you can always find help and support, 

so don’t be afraid to ask! 

 

Our best asset, however, is our sense of community – a community of which 

you are now a part. Castle is a tremendously inclusive and tolerant place, with all 

its members feeling a remarkable sense of belonging. No doubt you’ll sense this 

as soon as you arrive, and if not then you certainly will when the whole College 

welcomes you, pots and pans in hand, after you matriculate. Our community is 

not an island though, and we have a wonderful outreach programme called 
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Castle Community Action (CCA) that I would really encourage you to get 
involved in. 
 
 
Starting university may well be the biggest transition you have ever experienced – 

it can be terrifying, it can be thrilling: normally it is both at once. But don’t worry. 

While it can take a bit of time to settle in, coming to Castle is one of the best 

things that you will ever do – you are about to have 3 or 4 years surrounded by 

the most amazing people, in the most amazing place, doing the most amazing 

things, and you have absolutely no idea yet how much you’re going to love it. 

 

In the meantime, if you have any concerns or questions, feel free to send me an 

email at f.d.medhurst@durham.ac.uk or a message on Facebook. You’ll also find 

that our website (www.castlejcr.com) and this handbook have a huge amount of 

useful information; also, please do join the ‘Castle Freshers 2016 (University 

College)’ group on Facebook, where you can ask questions and keep abreast of 

news for Freshers’ Week and the rest of the year. We also have a Facebook page 

(University College JCR, Durham), snapchat (castlejcr) and twitter (@castlejcr), in 

case your social media appetite hasn’t been satisfied! 

 

There is so much more that I could say about Castle, but for now I’ll leave you to 

enjoy the rest of your summers and ready yourselves for the beginning of life at 

university. I’ll see you in Freshers’ Week 

 

Best wishes, 
 
 

Fraser Desforges-Medhurst 
 
Senior Student, Room N17 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:f.d.medhurst@durham.ac.uk
http://www.castlejcr.com/
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The JCR Executive Committee  
Now that you’ve met our Senior Student, it’s time to get to know the other members of the JCR  
Exec, all of which you’ll meet in Freshers’ Week... 
 

Vice-Senior Student (Ground Floor, 41 Claypath) 
Name: Chris Silberberg 
Age: 20 
Course: Ancient History (3rd year)  
Interests: Hockey, Brass Band, Big Band (I play the Trumpet), 
Tech, good with cards from a misspent youth. Not to mention 
Romans, a few Greeks, Star Wars, Lord of the Rings etc.  
Role on the Exec: My role is both to keep everyone up to date 
with regular emails, (so watch out for that 
c.w.silberberg@durham.ac.uk email address), and to keep all 
the Exec on top of their jobs. If something isn’t working in 
College and you don’t know who to go to, come to me and I’ll 
get it sorted! As the Vice I also help Fraser in doing his job if 
he needs it.  
Favourite Moment of Freshers’ Week: Got to be the Toga night, no prizes for 
guessing why, though I’m not sure my department appreciated my turning up in 
full outfit to their welcome drinks just beforehand! 
 
 

 

JCR Treasurer (Room N22) 
Name: Alexander Demidov 
Age: 20 
Course: Economics  
Interests: responsible drinking, recyclables and Russia. Feel 
free to challenge me to a tennis match or share your views on 
LCD soundsystem's second record.  
Role on the Exec: money, cash, dolla, 
cheques, spreadsheets, budgets, finances, fun  
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: Live music and 
Pimm's in Fellows' Garden were magical, but I also 
enjoyed hearing about everyone's gap years. 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:c.w.silberberg@durham.ac.uk
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Welfare Officer (Room J27) 
Name: Archie Balfour 
Age: 20 
Course: Psychology  
Interests: volunteering with CCA, performing 
arts, condoms, sarcasm, being Scottish and kart.  
Role on the Exec: As Welfare Officer I have a few main 
duties in College. First of all I am here (along with Abby) to 
provide one-to-one support to anyone that wants to have a 
chat: following on from this I can give information on many 
services and help to signpost issues on to College Office.  
They are able to help sort out problems you may be having 
or refer you to other services within or outside the 
University.  I also lead the Welfare Team and assist Abby 
with running campaigns. Finally, I order and distribute all 
sorts of welfare supplies. If you’re in need of any just ask!  
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: Tea and toast - 
see you there after Klute! 
 

 

Campaigns Officer (Room N25) 
Name: Abby Scott 
Age: 20 
Course: Chemistry  
Interests: Ensuring the welfare of Freshers in every 
way possible, coxing for UCBC, socials, cheerleading, 
Fabio’s, Security Committee, Klute, extreme ironing, 
toasties and Liverpool  
Role on the exec: Alongside the Welfare Officer, I’m 
here to be your point of contact regarding various 
support services and to listen and help with any issues 
you may face throughout the year. In addition to this I’ll 
also be running student welfare campaigns about 
various issues such as mental health awareness, sexual 
health and exam stress. If you have any questions feel 
free to get in touch! I look forward to meeting you all in 
October!  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Having Laura 
Doherty walk into my life. 
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Unions and Societies Officer (Room N24) 
Name: Laura Doherty 
Age: 20  
Course: Part time mathematician, full time legend  
Interests: dance, rowing for UCBC, talking about rowing 
for UCBC, promoting unity, being a liability, losing my 
phone and/or ID, food and questionable chat  
Role on exec: I represent College as the Senior Durham 
Students Union (DSU) Rep (alongside other Castle DSU 
reps) to get our voices heard in the Union and to publicise 
DSU events throughout the year. I also help Alex with the 
accounts of the sports clubs and societies within college. 
There's a huge variety of different clubs and societies which 
I would definitely encourage you all to have a look at, at our 
Freshers’ Fair and taster sessions during Freshers’ Week - 
see you there!  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Meeting Abby Scott on the first day. 
 

Services Manager (Room N19) 
Name: Scarlett Down 
Age: 21  
Course: Combined Honours in Social Sciences 
Interests: Skiing, Running, Fine Art, Travelling (come 
to me if you’re a fellow ‘gap yah taker’ and everyone else 
is fed up with your chat, I can handle it).  
Role on the Exec: I'm the person responsible for the 
day-to-day running of the services and facilities within 
College. A key aspect of this includes the organisation of 
our twice-weekly formal dinners. It is also my job to liaise 
with College Office on matters such as accommodation, 
college food, washing machines and the gym. Last but not 
least, I am responsible for keeping our wonderful 
common areas such as the JCR and West Courtyard intact  

and dandy, as well as keeping the all-important vending machine fully stocked. Please 
don't hesitate to contact me with any questions or suggestions for the JCR. I look 
forward to meeting you all!  
Favourite moment of Fresher’s Week: Matriculation. It’s worth getting up early for 
- trust me. 
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Undercroft Chair (Room N21) 
Name: Ellie Hill 
Age: 20 
Course: Biology  
Interests: The Undie, Pear Cider made from 
100% pears and Kart.  
Role on the Exec: As Undercroft Chair, I manage 
the day to day running of our incredible college bar 
including orders, stock, recruitment and events. I do 
this alongside the Undercroft Vice-Chair, and 
together we're the Undercroft Exec.  
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: Seeing 
the Undercroft bar and realising my soul was now 
complete. 
 
 
 

 

 
Undercroft Vice-Chair (Room N23) 
Name: Tom Blackwood 
Age: 21 
Course: Geography 
Interests:  U.C.R.F.C., Palatinalps, VK 
Role on the Exec: As Undercroft Vice-Chair I'll be 
focusing primarily on new stock, Undie innovation, 
bar socials, stash orders, our prestigious termly 
event "Hound" and ensuring that you are never far 
away from your next drink  
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: what has to 
be the biggest fixture of Freshers’ Week itself: 
Matriculation. Hancock failed to become an official 
member of the University through lack of 
attendance…   
Top tip for Freshers: Some kind words from Ellie 
Hill spring to mind: everyone has a spot in Castle, 
you just need to “find it”. 
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Social Chairman (Room N20) 
Name: Alicia (Lissy) Green 
Age: 20 
Course: Geography (B.A.)   
Interests: June Ball, Rowing, the Undercroft Committee. 
Role on the Exec: Hello everyone and welcome to Durham! 
I’m Lissy, the JCR Social Chairman and President of The 
June Ball Committee. My role is focused on managing the 
Ents (Entertainments) Committee, which is comprised of 
Junior and Senior Ents coordinators, and who organise and 
execute both small and large scale events within Castle 
throughout the year, such as Ladies’ Night and Halfway Hall. 
The Ents committee, as one of the larger societies within 
College has a lot to offer - positions on the team include 
sourcing aesthetics, working with logistics and 
administration, seeking sponsorship, selecting food and 
drink, and recruiting bands for entertainment. Applications 
will open very soon after the start of term: if you wish to find 
out more feel free to talk to me in Freshers’ Week or drop 

me a message!    
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: Freshtival – I love Ents… 
 

Development Officer (Room J34) 
Name: Ben Evans 
Age: 20  
Course: Archaeology and Ancient Civilisations 
Interests: Ents, DU Polo, Festivals  
Role on the exec: Hi Freshers! As Development Officer I 
have four main responsibilities: overseeing the Post-Offer 
Open Days and Freshers’ Week, chairing the Sponsorship 
Committee and thus securing sponsorship for college events 
(one of the best committees in the College - applications open 
beginning of first term!), liaising with the Alumni Officer, 
together maintaining alumni relations, and lastly promoting 
careers information and events. If you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: My favourite 
moment was ‘Freshtival’ (see picture). Everyone in tie-dye and 
glitter sitting under the stars in Fellows Garden. All followed 
by an interesting night in the infamous Klute. I hope you all 
have a fantastic Fresher’s Week, and enjoy it as much as I did. I 
can’t wait to meet you all in October! 
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Your International Freshers’ Representatives 
 
 
 

 

Name: Laura Barros Bertoldi (my friends call me 
Berturdi) 
Age: 19, but I look 12 
Course: PPE  
Interests: Spain, Spanish things, cheerleading, 
Sparkle Society, working bar, Purple Radio, mixed 
lacrosse, being a legend, butchering the English 
language, more Spanish things. (Have I 
mentioned that I’m Spanish?) 
Favorite moment of Freshers’ Week: Meeting 
Popo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: Carl Nabert   
Age: 20  
Course: Economics    
Interests: Apart from my deep love for economics, I 
do enjoy movies, politics and organising stuff. And I am 
more than happy when I get a good cappuccino.    
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Probably one 

of my favourite and weirdest experiences ever was 

Toga night, but Croquet in Fellows’ Garden was a 

highlight, too. 
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Name: Popo. Just Popo 
Age: 19 
Course: Chemistry  
Interests: tennis, filling quotas, bike riding, 
worshipping ‘The Rex’, working in the 
Undercroft, being a legend, my guitar, growing my 
moustache  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: meeting 
Laura and finally getting her approval by opening 
my heart to her 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: Daniel Richardson  

Age: 21   
Course: Combined Honours in Social Science 
Interests: Guitar/singing, Rugby, Scrubs (The tv-
series, not the garment)  
Favourite Freshers' Week moment: The crazy 
dancing in Fabs after 90s night 
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Your Male Freshers’ Representatives 
 
 

 

Name: Will ‘The Rex’ Bedigan. That’s my real nickname 
I promise. Everyone calls me it… 
Age: 19 ¼ 
Course: Maths  
Interests: DU Lacrosse, Dance, Working on Bar, 
Mixed lacrosse, Writing the panto that all of you will 
audition for, Nepotism, Other things to do with 
Lacrosse  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Toga night 
which happened to coincide with the first time we all 

went to Klute. It is without a doubt the best nightclub 
in the world and many special things happen there.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: Jeremy Cowen 
Age: 20 
Course: Music  
Interests: choral singing, drinking (responsibly), 
mixed lacrosse socials, making questionable life 
decisions. 

        Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: Klute in togas. 
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Name: Jake McCollum  
Age: 19  
Course: French and Beginner’s Spanish 
Interests: Piano, Football, Tennis, Taylor Swift  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Toga night! 
Putting the toga itself on proved the greatest 
challenge of the year, but this could not detract from 
what was a great evening. (We went to Klute for the 
first time…a beautiful moment). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: Tom Poon  

Age: A smidge over 20  

Subject: Engineering 
Interests: Ukulele Club, DMCs, apples are quite nice 
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: Hmmm if 
I had to narrow it down to a moment, it would 
narrowly be the Ghost Tour - being herded through 
Durham's winding passageways was positively spine 
tingling! Shrieking together turns out to be a very 
bonding experience I've found... I say "narrowly" as 
the entire week was such a consistent delight, I do 
hope that we can make it as positive for you 
Freshers so please feel free to approach us with any 
problem whatsoever 
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Your Female Freshers’ Representatives 
 
 
 

 

Name: Jana Hunter 
Age: 19 
Course: History (and an elective in Russian – 

Здравствуйте!)  
Interests: Languages, travelling and lots of 
festivals (especially losing my wellies in the 
muddy mosh pit - see you all at Glastonbury 
2k17!) 
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: 
Freshtival definitely tops the list, I have never 
seen so many wavy garms on such great people. 
Matriculation was also incredible, and it was the 
moment I knew I had chosen the right place to 
study! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: Pippa Prevost-Jones  
Age: 19  
Course: Law (part-time)  
Interests: Wine, netball and miscellaneous 
committees.  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Will 
Throp (last year’s Senior Student) leading 
college songs in the Courtyard #castleranger 
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Name: Hannah Vincent 
Age: 19 
Course: French and German  
Interests: Coxing with UCBC, making banners on 
NG, attending welfare drop-ins  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: 1920s Jazz 
and cocktails!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: Elle Morgan-Williams 
Age: 19 
Course: Modern Languages and Cultures 
Interests: Drama, Travelling, Formal, Undie, Klute 
Favourite moment of Freshers’ week: Dancing 
to Darude’s Sandstorm in Loveshack on Pirate 
fancy-dress night.  
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Your Welfare Team 
 

International Welfare Officer 
Name: Jasper Wiese 
Age: 21 
Course: Anthropology  
Interests: I’m very invested in a variety of university activities 
and societies. I’m a playing member of the University’s Rugby 
Club and thus spend a lot of my time at the Sport’s Centre. 
When I’m not preoccupied with sport you can find me in one 
of Durham’s many little cafés drinking a cappuccino with no 
chocolate on top. As you’ll soon realise College and the 
University are quite exciting places, there’s definitely a lot to 
get involved in. It’s definitely worth giving everything a try!  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Well, I’d say there 
was no exact moment that stood out, but rather the 
collection of many evenings well spent with great friends! But 
I’d honestly have to admit that the Friday of our Freshers’ 
Week when we had our ‘Freshtival’ and the whole College 
joined the evening’s proceedings was amazing and definitely 
set the stage for what the year would provide in terms of 
social life.  
 
 
 

 

LGBT+ Welfare Assistant 
Name: Erin Collins 
Age: 20 
Course: History 
Interests: fluting, coxing, drinking tea 
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: Pirate 
Night's Scavenger Hunt - it was great to get out 
and see some more of Durham! 
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Disabilities Officer 
Name: Eve Schofield 
Age: 20 
Course: Sociology  
Interests: Cheerleading, cake eating, Beyonce, Lacrosse, 
snowploughing down black runs, procrastinating, and 
an infrequent commitment to yoga  
Favourite moment of freshers week: The chocolate 
covered strawberries on toga night (10/10 would 
recommend). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assistant Campaigns Officer 
Name: Canadian Clare Schwarzberg 
Age: 20  
Interests: Sparkle Society, Bar Committee, being a 
BNOC, nuggets and Canada  
Favourite moment of Freshers Week: my first night 
in the Undie for the 80s night. Undie is love, undie is 
life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/claarebaare
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Welfare Assistants 
 
 
 

 

Name: Robert Alexander III/Alex Gibney  
Age: 22 (I know, I’m so old and mature #GapYah) 
Course: Modern Languages – French & Russian (sun, 
sea and old women looking after me - basically sums up 
my year abroad)  
Interests: Being whipped naked with sticks by Russian 
men in 90 degree heat (in the sauna!), talking about my 
year abroad, never letting go of the fact that I was 
Toastie Bar manager (2k14-2k15)  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Getting a nose 

bleed while waiting for the Freshers’ photo to be taken 

stands out, but that was a big low point... 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: Katya Ellis 
Age: 19 
Course: English Literature  
Interests: I’m a huge book nerd who enjoys dancing 
(very badly as you’ll soon find out), weird obscure 
music, wavy garms (my aesthetic is grandma/trash bag), 
cats, and toasties (see Toastie Manager page in this 
booklet for details).  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: For me, 
nothing beats the magic of matriculation day: standing 
in the courtyard in your gown with Harry Potter music 
echoing around you and coming back afterwards to be 
greeted by the rest of College and learning the College 
songs while being drenched by rain. It’s soggy, cold, 
and beautiful all at once. 
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Name: Bella Brown 
Age: 19 
Course: Combined Honours in Arts (History 
and International Relations)  
Interests: Tennis, travelling, skiing, baking, 
formal, College  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Sprinting 
back from a great night out in Loveshack with my 
now best friends to make the end of tea and toast in 
Moatside kitchen. Think we ended up singing Disney 
songs so I knew immediately I had come to the right 
place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: Jess Melling 
Age: 19 
Course: Modern European Languages and History 
(with a year abroad)  
Interests: Lacrosse, Toastie Bar, College events and 
socials  
Favourite moment: For me there wasn't a specific 
moment of Freshers' Week that stood out more than 
the rest. I loved the entire week and enjoyed getting to 
know new people from a range of backgrounds. The 
most memorable moments were probably Matriculation 
and Freshtival (which was a great way to round off an 
amazing week!) 
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Your Non-Executive Officers 
 

JCR Chairman - Matthew Jennings 
  
As JCR Chairman I’m responsible for holding the JCR 
to account - essentially making sure it works for every 
member. I do three things for the JCR: firstly, I chair 
lots of committees to make sure fair decisions are 
made for the College. Secondly I sit in on interviews to 
make sure they are fair so you’ll get used to seeing me 
if you go for any College positions. Finally I act as a 
point of contact if you have any trouble with the 
Executive Committee or JCR officers not doing their 
jobs (not that this is usually an issue!). If you have any 
just contact me and I will represent you and work to 
sort the problem out. No problem is too small or big 
to bother me with, so please get in contact!  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: The first JCR 
Meeting. It’s is your first opportunity to get involved in the running of College and is 
an occasion not to be missed. 
 
 

 

JCR Vice-Chairman - Owen Jackson 
  
As Vice-Chairman I deputise for the Chairman, 
filling in for them when they are unavailable. So 
watch out for me in interviews and sitting on 
committees. My particular responsibility is for 
College societies and making sure they operate in 
a fair and accountable way. Get in touch if you 
any questions about how societies are being run!  
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: The 
first JCR meeting, don’t miss out on the chance 
of getting elected for a College role. My 
favourite is College Condom - you’ll find out 
more if you come to the meeting when they’re 
elected! 
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Technical Director - Ranulph Hely-Hutchinson 

 

I am this year’s Technical Director. My work includes the 
organisation of College and other events, looking after 
Castle’s technical equipment, and heading up Castle’s 
Technical Events Committee (Castle Tech). Please do 
consider joining the ever important Castle Tech to give 
yourself the chance to work events. No previous 
experience is required, and you can learn on the job, 
during which time you’ll get some great experience. Not 
only can you be part of a fun team, but also being 
involved with the events, their logistics and their acts can 
be extremely rewarding. Please feel free to contact me if 
you have any questions (r.e.hely-
hutchinson@durham.ac.uk). I hope you are having a 
wonderful summer, and I really look forward to meeting 
you during Freshers’ Week. 
 
Favourite moment of Freshers’ Week: Can I be corny? No one moment, constant 
fun – meeting so many new friends and feeling so welcome in such a beautiful place. 
 

Castle Community Action President - Catriona Duffy 
 

Hey all, welcome to Castle! I head up the CCA 
Committee, which is basically all of the outreach for the 
JCR. I’m responsible for overseeing the regular 
volunteering projects that Castle students run, as well as 
liaising with outside bodies like UNESCO and the 
Durham World Heritage Site team to get Castle students 
really integrated into the wider Durham community. If 
you think you might be interested in getting involved, or 
just want to find out more about the opportunities within 
CCA, feel free to get in touch, or catch me for a chat in 
Freshers’ Week!  
Favourite moment of FW: Walking back into the 
Castle after matriculation and being welcomed into 
the JCR by the whole college – I’d only been in 
Durham three days but already felt part of an 
incredible community! 

 

 

mailto:r.e.hely-hutchinson@durham.ac.uk
mailto:r.e.hely-hutchinson@durham.ac.uk
mailto:r.e.hely-hutchinson@durham.ac.uk
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Junior Lowe Librarian - Shona Graham 
 

The role of Junior Lowe Librarian is basically to keep 
the Lowe running on a day-to-day basis and be a 

point of contact for the JCR. However most of 
the work comes from sorting returned books and 
cleaning up after you grubby lot! I’ll be in touch 
regularly about library conduct, news and helpful 
information around summative and exam season.  
 
Favourite moment of Freshers' Week: The toga 
party, because I met so many people that night that 
I'm still close friends with now! 
 
If you have any questions regarding the Lowe, feel free 
to contact me at shona.graham@durham.ac.uk. 
 

Toastie Bar Managers - Jade Melling and  
Katya Ellis 
 

Welcome to Castle and our wonderful Toastie 
Bar! Run by Jade Melling and Katya Ellis, we are 
a society based on a love for melted cheese and 
providing nutrition to Castlemen alike. We are 
here to support you in your transition to 
University with an abundance of toasted bread 
and warm your hearts with melted mozzarella. 
We have a lot of exciting things planned for this 
year so keep your eyes peeled for bread related 
fun. Don’t forget to give us a visit during 
Freshers’ Week as there’s nothing like your first 
ever Castle toastie! We are in the West 
Courtyard and open on Monday, Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday during Freshers’ week from 
20:30-23:30, but we are usually open every day, 
so do not fret, your life will never be void of 
toasties. We look forward to meeting you all!  

Toastie love xox 

jade.r.melling@durham.ac.uk and 

katherine.ellis@durham.ac.uk 
 

 

mailto:shona.graham@durham.ac.uk
mailto:jade.r.melling@durham.ac.uk
mailto:katherine.ellis@durham.ac.uk
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JCR Meetings 
 
 

JCR meetings occur twice a term and are a really important part of 

College life. They give you an opportunity to tell the Executive 

Committee how you think they should support the running of the 

College, you get the chance to vote in elections, and it is at these 

meetings that you will be updated on the most important university 

issues, so attendance is strongly encouraged. We try and make the 

meetings as fun as possible, and they often end up being very 

entertaining. 
 
There are free soft drinks, loads of pizza, and best of all, you get the 

opportunity to run for positions to be involved in College (or watch 

and support your friends!). 
 
After Freshers’ Week we will have a JCR meeting where you can run for 

the following positions: 

 
* College Candles – They light the candles before formal. This 

means free entry every Thursday!  
* U.C.S.S.F.C and Standing Orders Committee Reps – Two 

really important positions that have a massive influence on 

College life. 
 

* Fashion Show Director — Responsible for organising the 
fashion show in second term. 

* College Condom — elected to ensure the distribution of 
condoms around college.  

* A College Hero may be announced at any meeting, given to 

the person who most embodies the legendary Castle spirit 

 
All these roles are normally popular with Freshers, and you are strongly 

encouraged to run for them. Don’t be embarrassed to go for them; it’s a 

fun experience! 
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Our College’s Site Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The majority of Castle is available for students to roam freely but the State Rooms - 

the Senate and Octagon rooms and the SCR (below the Norman Gallery) - are used 

only for special occasions. The Black Staircase is not open to students, except for 

access to the Chaplain’s Office. At our June Ball after summer exams you will get 

complete access to all of Castle’s finer quarters when they have been lavishly 

decorated for your enjoyment. 
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The Great Hall – The steps in the courtyard lead to the Great Hall. To access the 
Servery continue past the Great Hall. 
 

The Porters’ Lodge – As you go through the Gatehouse (the arch as you enter Castle) 
the Porters’ Lodge is on the left. 
 

The Undie – Our College bar is accessed through the door at the far left hand corner 

of the Courtyard. 

 

College Office – Follow the passage past the Porters’ Lodge, and go down the stairs. 
 

The College Library (Lowe) – Proceed up the steps towards the Great Hall, but then take 

a sharp left up a short passage. The Library is behind the wooden door to the left. 
 
Minstrels’ Gallery – Head towards the Lowe Library and head up the flight of stairs 

outside the Library door, then enter the door on the right. 
 

The Computer Room – Follow the instructions for Minstrels’ Gallery but carry on up the 

stairs, and the door to the computer room is to your right. 

 

The West Courtyard/JCR – Follow the instructions for the Undie, but walk past the 

bar. You can access your post in the pigeonholes there. 

 

Norman Gallery — Head up the stairs to the right of the Norman Chapel, and follow 

them up to the very top, the gallery is on your left. 

 

The Laundry Room – Go up the steps between the B & C blocks of Bailey Court and 

turn immediately right into the passage. You’ll need your key for the door to the 

Laundry Room. There is a code on the Laundry Room door itself which you can get 

from the Porters’ Lodge. You can top-up your laundry fob key in Hatfield College’s 

Reception (opposite the History Department).  

 

The Gym – On the ground floor of Moatside S Block to the right as you enter the 

complex. You’ll need to collect the keys from the Porters’ Lodge, complete an 

official ‘gym induction’, and go in a pair for safety reasons. 
 

Music Rooms – Located on the ground floor of D block, Bailey Court. Keys are available 

from the Porter’s Lodge.  
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Accommodation in College 
 

As there are different accommodation blocks in Castle, find a 

description of them all below: 

 

The Castle – Freshers will share a twin room if based in the Castle, but 

mainly finalists live within the Castle. These rooms will generally be very 

spacious, and conveniently close to the Great Hall. The different 

accommodation sections of the Castle are: Fellows’ Garden, Garden Stairs, 

Hall Stairs, the Junction, the Keep and the Norman Gallery. 

 

Moatside – Most Freshers will find themselves here. Rooms are fairly 

small, but this complex is renowned for being very sociable. The entrance is 

opposite Bill’s Resturant on Saddler Street – just a short walk from Castle. 
 

Bailey Court – A mixture of Freshers and Finalists will populate Bailey 

Court. The rooms are larger, and are very close to the Laundry and Snooker 

rooms. You can reach Bailey Court by going past the Post Box on Palace 

Green. 

 

Owengate – When walking from Castle to Moatside, these rooms are in the 

buildings on the left. Both spacious single and shared rooms are located 

here. Finalists live in single rooms, Freshers’ share rooms. 

 

You can find these on the map above; if you’re struggling then just ask 

someone, you’ll know where they all are soon enough. 
 
The majority of Freshers get their own room, but some will have to 

share, with this being decided by College Office. If you have any queries 

or concerns with your room, we urge you to speak to College Office or 

Welfare about this. 
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What to Bring to Durham 
 

~ Casual clothes, including lots of warm stuff/thick coats, it gets 
cold! Klute shoes are a must.  

~ Plenty of underwear.  
~ A suit and tie/smart dresses. This is needed for Matriculation 

and Formals.   
~ Evening Wear. Black tie will be worn quite a lot, meaning that 

men get out jail free. Some people advise buying, not renting; it 
could work out cheaper in the long run.  

~ Some fancy dress. Have a look at the Freshers’ Week timetable to 
see what you’ll need! Don’t worry if you forget something there 
are lots of fancy dress and charity shops in Durham. 

~ Sports gear/tracksuits.  
~ An umbrella.  
~ Towels, sheets, duvets and pillows. 
~ Your own washing machine powder/liquid if you have 

sensitive skin, otherwise the College’s machines provides it!  
~ Electronics, speakers/iPods/Laptop (with insurance if you want - 

there will be an opportunity to purchase Endsleigh Insurance at 
the University Fair ).  

~ A mug, bits of cutlery and crockery (there’ll be a kitchen near 
your room with a sink, microwave, kettle and toaster).   

~ Tea, coffee and general snack materials.  
~ Multi-plugs.  
~ Stationery (a pretty obvious one).  
~ Homely stuff, making your room more individual; photos, 

posters/ other general decorations. 
~ Birth Certificate, Passport, Medical Card and Railcard 

(helpful). 
 

In the event that you forget something then a neighbour might be able to help you – 

don’t be too shy to ask them!  Packages sent from home can be located at the Porters’ 

Lodge.  These can be collected 24 hours a day.  Another thing worth bearing in mind 

is that you’ll accumulate so much stuff whilst you’re here that the less you bring the 

better! 
 

 

 



29 
 

College Dictionary 
 

At Castle there are several words/phrases/acronyms that are regularly used. Therefore, here is a 

brief overview to help you understand them: 

 

JCR The undergraduates of Castle (that’s you!) constitute the ‘Junior  
Common Room’. Members of the JCR are entitled to full use of 
JCR facilities, including the Library, the Computer Room, the Undie, 
the Laundry Room and the Common Room. Any member of the JCR 
may run for a position on the JCR Exec and vote in JCR meetings 
and elections. 

 

MCR The Middle Common Room, the post-graduate community. Their 
members have already done their first degree, and are now engaged in 
further study. The MCR Room is at the entrance to the Junction.   

 

SCR The Senior Common Room is made up of mentors, members of  
academic staff, alumni and other professionals. The SCR room is 
located off the Tunstall Gallery through the Norman arch. 

 

JCR Meetings A fundamental part of College life, provides you with the opportunity  
to ask questions to the JCR officers, air your opinions on any matter 
relevant to the College, and vote on JCR policies and positions. 

 

Standing Orders These are the rules by which the JCR operates.  They are 
available to be viewed online: 
http://www.castlejcr.com/documents/ and they are constantly 
being updated to reflect the mood of the JCR. 

 

Formals These are a very old tradition and involve dinner in a formal  
environment in the Great Hall. All students have the opportunity to 
sign up for formals, which are held every Tuesday and Thursday. 
Smart dress and gowns must be worn on these occasions: you’ll have a 
nice meal and a great time. 

 

Sconse Sconses are fines made at the Senior Student's discretion for various  
      misdemeanours, including bad behaviour in Formals. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.castlejcr.com/documents/
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Matriculation The ceremony held inside the Cathedral during Freshers’ Week. This is  
an important occasion, and once you've been 'matriculated', you 
become an official member of the University. 

 

Ents These are events (‘entertainments’) which occur throughout the year 
with different themes, for example our renowned balls – Ladies’ Night, 
Halfway Hall, and June Ball. 

 

Battels Your termly college bill – you get one for your residence fees and one  
from the JCR for formals etc. 

 

Levy Paid at the beginning of your time at Durham to cover your  
membership to the JCR. 

 

Prevention A traditional College rule.  Couples are forbidden from kissing in the  
Undercroft Bar.  The result would involve a JCR member ‘dousing the 
flames of passion’ with a pint of water, usually the Preventions 
Officer. 

 

Sporting For rooms with double doors (on Norman Gallery).  If your outer  
door is open, you are willing to be disturbed.  If your outer and inner 
doors are closed, you are ‘sporting your oak’ and unwilling to be 
disturbed. 

 

Stash Any item of clothing displaying the Castle/Durham crests. 
 

Smenergy Our college drink; only available in the Undie.  Legendary. 
 

Parents At Castle, the meaning of ‘My granddad’s a fourth year’ and ‘I’m  
married to my cousin’ is slightly different to what you’d expect.  We 
have College families, which means that you have two second year or 
finalist married ‘parents’ and usually a ‘sibling’ – this is a way for you to 
meet people from other years and someone who does your subject. 

 

Non Nobis Our Latin C ollege motto ‘not for ourselves alone’.  
solum 
 

Floreat Another Latin motto (#ClassicCastle) meaning ‘Let Castle flourish’.  
Castellum 
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The Key to the Lowe Library 
 

 

The College Library (the Lowe, or ‘Lowebry’ if  you will) is a great place to get some 

work done. It’s open 24/7 and is taken care of by Castle students. Our lovely Junior 

Lowe Librarian Shona has written a guide on how to use our College Library – you’re 

all clever people but sometimes the Lowe can confuse even seasoned Castlemen, and you’ll 

want to get some work done at some point! 
 
The Team 
 
Junior Lowe Librarians: Shona Graham  
Assistant Lowe Librarians: Deeksha Jalan, Alexandra Wilshaw, 
Rebekah Hopper and Miwa Hieda 
 
How to Find a Book 
 
* We have the ‘Search Computer’ by the main entrance so that you can 

check to see if we have the book you’re looking for, or if you can find it 
elsewhere in the University. 

 
* Head to library.dur.ac.uk, where you can search for your book/keywords 

in the Lowe and Bill Bryson via ‘University College + University Library’, 
or select ‘University College’ to just search the Lowe. 

 
* The Lowe uses the Dewey Decimal System for shelving books. 

 
* Each book is listed with a shelfmark – this tells you where in the Library 

you will find it. 

 
* You can also find books on your subject based on its classification number 

– follow the posters to find out what’s where! 

 
* If we don’t have the book you need, we may well be able to order it in for 

you – just fill out the form at www.tinyurl.com/LoweBook. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/lowebook
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How to Check Out a Book 

 
It’s really easy to do: 

 
1) Simply take the book(s) you want to check out over to the Check-Out 

Computer by the main entrance to the Library, next to the spiral staircase 
coming down from the mezzanine (on the right of the Search Computer). 

 
2) Use the scanner to scan the barcode on your Campus Card to log in (it 

works best about 10cm away) 

 
3) Scan the barcode(s) on your book(s) – somewhere on/near the front – the 

title will pop up in the list on-screen to show you’re checking them out. 

 
4) Press the button to end the session and log out, and you’re done! 

 
You can renew your books in the usual way – just head to 
library.dur.ac.uk/ patroninfo. 

 
(Reference books, with an ‘R’ shelfmark, should not be removed from 
the library). 

 
How to Return a Book 

 
When you’re finished with your book, simply post it into the grey metal 
Book Return Box on the left of the door outside the Library, and we’ll sort 
out the rest! 

 
And one last thing– we’re here to keep the Library running smoothly, but 
please work with us to keep it tidy! Putting books back on the right shelves 
once you’ve finished using them, and returning your cups and plates to the 
Servery when you leave is a massive help and will be hugely appreciated – 
thank you! 
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Social Life in Durham 
 

One of the main reasons lots of people pick Durham is because of the collegiate 

system – it’s unique to a select few universities across the country. Durham is 

fortunate enough to be one of these universities and it is living in a college, and in 

this case a castle, which will set aside your particular university experience from 

many others. 
 

University College will become your home. It makes for a unique experience, 

which includes chilling in Castle’s very own incredible Undercroft Bar but also 

visiting the fifteen other colleges Durham has to offer (just don’t forget your 

campus card if you want to use another college’s bar!). There is also the Durham 

Students’ Union. Here there are regular events each week, which cater for 

different tastes in music. 
 
In addition, there are many pubs and clubs. One of the highlights is the student 

nightclub Klute, which is definitely an experience not to be missed. Klute is often 

swarmed by Castlemen on Tuesdays and Thursdays post formal. Other popular 

destinations include Fabio’s, Loft, Lloyds or Loveshack. Wiff Waff and Jimmy 

A’s are also worth knowing about. 
 

Durham is a small city; should it prove too small for you - Newcastle is fewer 

than twenty minutes away by train. Newcastle is home to award winning 

restaurants, bars, the Theatre Royal and Sage in Gateshead, and of course 

nightclubs (including the 7th largest club in the world). 
 

However, the social events at Castle itself set us above and beyond the majority of 

other colleges. The pinnacle of the social calendar is the June Ball which is the 

most prestigious and exclusive event in Durham. The entire Castle is opened up 

for the students to explore and enjoy after a champagne reception and white-tie 

dinner on Palace Green. The entertainment is plentiful: from fireworks at dusk to 

a piper on the Terrace beckoning you to breakfast come sunrise. As well as the 

June Ball, there is also the Ladies’ Night Ball in November, Halfway Hall in 

February and several other ‘Ents’. Each term there are several ‘Ents’, where the 

Undie is transformed and the entire College gets together. Examples are 

Halloween and Burns Night. 
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Drinking 

 

Tea and Coffee 
 
You’re spoilt for choice really – you’ll find them everywhere. Cafedral, Café 

Continental, Costa, Cafe Nero, Chapters, Cotton’s, Esquires, 9 Altars, 

Tealicious and Vennels etc.... However, the best place is called Flat White, 

to be found right next to Klute, privately owned, great atmosphere, good 

coffee and a famous Rocky Road. For the contested second place, we 

suggest checking out Treats (found near Superdry past Tesco). You could 

also check out upstairs in Velvet Elvis, on Framwellgate Bridge. 

 

Pubs and Bars  
There are fifteen other college bars (none as impressive as ours!) and many 

that look like airport lounges, but could be worth having a look. 

 
 
The Library, Jimmy Allen’s and Osbourne’s (near to Klute), The 

Shakespeare (quite pricey but a friend to Castle), The Swan & Three 

Cygnets (great location, and inexpensive), The Bishop Langley (fabulous 

outdoor area looking straight at the Castle across the river,) Lloyds (a 

Wetherspoons) and The Boathouse. Whiskey River (an expensive 

cocktail bar) and Ebony Champagne bar cater to more special occasions. 

 

Eating 

 

Lunches  
Flat White Kitchen — Great food focused on healthy, good quality 
ingredients, don’t miss their brunch menu. 
Chapters – Great cakes and chips, what more could you ask for? Located 

opposite Klute. 
 
Fat Hippo — Newly opened burger restaurant, originally from Newcastle, 
where it made a name for itself for its excellent burgers. Tango also offer 
excellent burgers. 
Along with chains such as Pret and Patisserie Valerie. 

 

 



35 
 

Italian 
 
La Spaghettata (Spags) – Cheap food, huge portions, very popular with all 

students in Durham. Further down the hill from Moatside towards town. (0191 

383 9290). 
 
Capriccio’s — Also on Saddler Street - almost opposite Spags - renowned for 

very authentic Italian food. 
 
Bistro Italiano – Head up Claypath (ask anybody directions); it’s quite high up 

on the right, reasonably priced and a lot of character. 
 
Indian 
Alishaan – Very good (0191 3709180). At the top of North Road.  
Rajpooth – Cheaper than Alishaan with a great deal of 5 courses for £10 on a 

Thursday (0191 386 0585). 
 
Oriental 
 
Zen – Pricey but very good food and popular with students (who get 10% 

off). To be found nearish Dunelm House (The DSU). (0191 3849588) 
 
Fat Buddha – Good atmosphere, always seems to be a favourite of 

Castlemen. You’ll find it near Loveshack, in the complex of restaurants. 

(0191 383 1390) 
 
Popular Chains  
Pizza Express – Very near Spags, you couldn’t miss it. (0191 383 2661) 

Bella Italia – Next to Framwellgate Bridge, has a student discount (0191 

386 1060). 

Café Rouge is right next to it (0191 384 3429). 
 
Bill’s – Opposite Moatside, new but already a student favourite (01913 867 672). 

 

Treating 
The best places to treat yourself are, DH1 (0191 384 6655), The Townhouse  

(0191 384 1037), Restaurant 17 (0191 3849050), and Cellar Door (0191 383 1856). 

Delicious food and lovely atmospheres. Newcastle also hosts its own Michelin 

starred restaurant House of Tides and Six at the top of the Baltic art gallery. 
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Our College’s Sports and Societies 
 
 
There will be opportunities for sign ups at the Castle Sports and Societies’ Fair 
held on the Saturday of your first week. Also, please bear in mind that other 
unmentioned societies might be in attendance! Enjoy the vast array on offer - try 
anything and everything! Additionally if you’re thinking about trying sport at a 
university level, please contact Laura Doherty (l.a.doherty@durham.ac.uk) as soon 
as possible to help get you in the right place at the right time for trials during 
Freshers’ Week! 
 

 

Sports 
 
University College Boat Club (UCBC) 
 
University College Boat Club is the oldest club in the university and is 
open to all members of College whether you are new to the sport or 
have experience. It is one of the sports societies at the heart of the 
College, and so is an excellent club to join for a new experience, a way 
to get fit and for its social side. Novices will get the chance to train 
towards competing in the Novice Cup and beyond, and of course every 
member will be introduced to the notorious ‘Rowing Chat’. If you have 
any questions about the club or previous experience, email James 
Simpson (UCBC President -james.simpson@durham.ac.uk)  
We look forward to seeing you at the Freshers’ Fair. 
 

 

University College Rugby Club (UCRFC) 
 

The last few years have seen us end in the top quarter of the 
top division, despite being a club of only one team. This 
year we are keen to make an even stronger mark in both the 
league and the knockout tournament - the 'Floodlit Cup'. 
However, we welcome players of any standard, as long as 
they are willing to train and involve themselves in the club. 
We also have many members who are there in a far more 
social capacity - supporting us on the sidelines, and coming 
to the numerous socials we have over the year, including the 
annual Tour, which took place in Prague last year. 
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Last year we also set on our way to combat Homophobia, Biphobia 

and Transphobia in sport by donning Rainbow Laces for all our 

matches. 
 
I hope you can find time to come down and chuck an egg about. We're 
both looking forward to meeting you all in October. If you have any 
questions, feel free to ask. 
  

All the best, UCRFC Club & Team Captains 

 

Women’s Rugby Football Club (Cuthle) 
 
Women’s rugby is a fantastic sport for anyone looking for something 
new and fun. It’s a great way to meet people from not only Castle, but 
also from St. Cuthberts, as it is a joint team. We have training once a 
week and matches on Saturday mornings. Many girls went from from 
never having played rugby before, to University level through Cuthle 
last year, and we hope that this year will be no different. No previous 
experience is needed, we will teach you everything from the 
beginning, so don’t worry if you’ve never even picked up a rugby ball, 
this could well be the sport for you. 
 
 

University College Hockey Club (UCHC) 
 
The hockey club here at Castle is a fun and energetic way to get 
involved in life at College, meet people through the different years, as 
well as being able to take part in the fantastic sport which is, hockey. 
All abilities are welcome at training and matches, so if you would like to 
get involved in the coolest club in Castle, you know where to go! 
 
 

Castle Football (UCAFC) 
 
Castle’s biggest and most illustrious sports 

club dates back to the late 19th Century, and 

the club has grown to the point that we now 

have 4 teams competing from the top college 
division to the very bottom. Whether you 

fancy yourself as the next Vardy, prefer a 

casual kick around with some mates, or 
would rather simply watch it in the pub, 

UCAFC has it all.
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Training is once a week and each team has matches most weekends. 
On top of all this we have one of the most active social scenes in 
Castle, Durham, maybe even the world. With regular socials in Durham 
and Newcastle, football represents a great opportunity to meet with 
people throughout the years. Last but by no means least remember to 
save some pennies (and order a Visa) for our Easter tour to a 
destination somewhere in Europe (this year was Warsaw).  
Any questions whatsoever email me at billyhancock@outlook.com 
and I hope to see as many of you as possible at our first training. Have 
a great rest of the summer, 
Billy Hancock (UCAFC Club Captain) 
 
 

Castle Women’s Football (UCWAFC) 
 
UCWAFC is a fun club, perfect for football players of all abilities. 
Whether you have played all your life or are looking for something 
new, we would love to have you come out to our sessions. We train 
once a week and have a match every weekend. For the extra keen or 
those just looking for something a bit different, there is also a weekly 
futsal league (indoor, five-a-side football) which is great fun and perfect 
for improving fitness and skills. The social side of football is also not to 
be missed. We are looking to build on last year’s successes and expand 
our team even further. As the club has only one team, everyone gets to 
play for the A’s! We are always looking for more players and would 
love you to join! For more info contact Sarah 
s.l.m.brooks@durham.ac.uk or Lauren lauren.r.miller@durham.ac.uk . 
We look forward to meeting you at the Freshers’ Fair! 
 

 

University College Netball Club (UCNC) 
 
Greetings Freshers! UCNC has something for everyone, whether you 

are a star netballer, trying something new or simply want an excellent 

way to meet new people from all years within Castle. On the Netball 
side, we have an A team, B team and C team who have matches most 

weekends against other college teams. There is weekly training for all, 

regardless of ability or experience- anyone can learn some new tricks! 

There is also a key social aspect to UCNC. Not only do you get to 
know people from training and matches, but there are lots of amazing 

socials to attend. There are socials throughout the year and culminate  
 
 

mailto:billyhancock@outlook.com
mailto:billyhancock@outlook.com
mailto:s.l.m.brooks@durham.ac.uk
mailto:lauren.r.miller@durham.ac.uk
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in a ‘netball’ tour- last year it was to Krakow -this year who knows but 
it'll be sure to be an unforgettable one. So whether you want a way to 
burn off those fresher pounds, cut loose at our fabulous socials or do 
a bit of both, make sure you sign up! Do not hesitate to email any 
questions you may have-- Bella Bearcroft (Club President) 
isabella.m.bearcroft@durham.ac.uk 
 
Castle Mixed Lacrosse (UCMxL) 
 
Hello and welcome to the mixed lacrosse team of Castle 
UCMxL. The most inclusive and social sport society we 
have to offer, our team ranges from absolute ‘never 
touched a stick’ beginners to cradling craftsmen and 
those who love the sport. Oh and also the people who 
just come to the socials, that’s fine with us too, they are 
known for being some of the best going in College. We 
have members across all years and it’s a great way to get 
to know some new faces. Last season was very 
successful for UCMxL with a huge portion of our team 
coming from those who had never played the sport 
before: this is a great opportunity to try something new 
and find you might actually be quite good at it! Getting 
involved is easy, just look out for us at the Fresher’s Fair 
and the taster sessions to give you an idea of what this 
brilliant sport is all about. 
 
 

Castle Palatinalps (Ski Trip 2016/17) 
 

Palatinalps is aimed at people of all standards: whether 
you have never skied or boarded before or are an expert, 
you will find people of your level of ability to spend time 
with on the slopes...  
During the week of the 6th to the 14th of January 2017, 

the University ski trip, aka ‘Palatinalps 2017’ will be 
taking place, and it is one of the major events of the 
Durham calendar so not one to miss. What better way to 
cement those newly-formed friendships than to head off 
to the snowy Alpes for an incredible week of skiing,  

snowboarding and huge nights out at a ridiculously low price? For 
Freshers this is also a great opportunity to meet people from other 
years 

 

mailto:isabella.m.bearcroft@durham.ac.uk
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as well those from other colleges. Get on the Castle Palatinalps 2017 
Facebook page to keep an eye out for details and updates for pre-
trip events and booking details etc. Après awaits… 
 
 

Castle Rangers Cheerleading 
 
Castle Rangers Cheerleading was founded two years ago, and since 
then has become a vibrant and active group in Castle college life. We're 
a casual and fun group looking to expand and achieve high standards in 
the inter-collegiate competition. Come and check out our stall at the 
College Freshers’ Fair for more details! 
 
 

University College Darts Team (UCDC) 
 
We have two teams competing in the college darts league on Monday 
nights, either at home in the Undie or away at other college bars (a 
great way to visit and sample college drinks!). This year we are also 
hoping to hold weekly sessions at local pubs/college bars to practice 
for matches and compete in inter-club competitions. We welcome all 
abilities, even if you have never thrown a dart before coming to Castle 
like many of our members (past and present captains included) you'll 
soon be throwing arrows like ‘Snakebite’ (our club drink) Wright! We 
are a mixed club, with the number of girls playing increasing each year! 
At the end of Easter Term, the club embarks on its annual tour 
somewhere in Europe; this year we travelled to Mallorca for some sun 
and many bevs. Updates and weekly teams are posted on our 
Facebook page, so if you have any questions feel free to join. See you 
at Freshers’ Fair! 

 

Castle Ultimate Frisbee 
 
Hi, I'm Rob and this year I have the exciting job of captaining Castle 

Mixed Ultimate Frisbee. Ultimate is an amazing sport that I think 

everyone should try at least once, and has the distinction of being the 

only self-refereed sport (that I know about) played in Durham, so the 

atmosphere and spirit of the game are a little different to other sports 

(though the matches are still highly competitive). The Castle team is 
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full of really friendly, awesome people, and we welcome new players of 

any standard - two years ago I had never even thrown a frisbee! If you 

have any questions please don't hesitate to get in touch, and I look 

forward to seeing some of you at the taster session/Fresher's Fair/ 

matches. 
 

 

University College Badminton Club 
 

Hey there Fresh and welcome to Castle! UCBadC 
is one of the most relaxed and friendly clubs here at 
University College. Competitively, we have mens’, 
womens’ and mixed teams available, all of whom 
train weekly and compete for intercollegiate glory. 
For those who enjoy a casual game, the club runs 
laid-back weekly sessions open to everyone, 
regardless of ability. Away from the courts, socials 
are a great way to get to know other members of 
the club, so get practicing your shuttle-pong! If you  

have any questions, feel free to contact me 
at thomas.d.chatwood@durham.ac.uk. 
Have a brilliant summer, Tom. 

 

University College Basketball Club 
 
Hello Fresh! UCBBC is a fun and vibrant club that welcomes anyone 
who is keen and enthusiastic, regardless of any sporting abilities! 
Whether you have played for years or have never dribbled a ball 
before, you will quickly get the grips of how to play basketball like real 
Castlemen! We have a men’s team and a women’s team which train 
every week and play separate matches against other colleges every two 
weeks. We also aim to provide you with many socials; a great way to 
meet loads of people! We are really looking forward to welcoming all 
of you to our club, in what promises to be a fantastic year of 
basketball! If you have any questions, feel free to email Fanny, the 
women's captain (fanny.glimois@durham.ac.uk) or Stefan, the men's 
captain (stefan.kecojevic@durham.ac.uk )  
See you all at the Freshers’ Fair! 
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Castle Squash 

 

Squash is such a great club to join, for all abilities, whether looking to 
compete in the league, or simply to relieve any exam stress. We offer 
training sessions for groups, individuals, as well as casual games 
throughout the year! So whether you’re a beginner or a complete 
pro, come along and see what Castle squash has to offer!  

For any queries, email j.c.west@durham.co.uk 

or z.j.a.wardell@durham.ac.uk 

 

Castle Tennis 
 
Whether you’re the new Novak 
Djokovic or haven’t ever picked 
up a racquet and just want to get 
into the sport, University College 
Tennis Club is here to help! 
Contrary to common belief, tennis 
is a sport that is played not just  
during the summer, but all year round. This year, we will be running 
taster sessions as often as possible in the first two terms (as you will 
discover, the Durham weather is a cruel mistress) and during summer, 
there will be weekly training sessions in preparation for our weekly 
matches in the intercollegiate league. Whatever your ability, come 
along and play!  
If the running and sweating part of tennis doesn’t particularly appeal to 
you, perhaps our socials will. This year, I’d like us to have a few socials, 
each of which will coincide and be themed around each Grand Slam 
tennis tournament of the year. And who could forget our main event of 
the year, Tennis and Pimms?!  
I don’t think you need Hawk Eye to see that University Tennis is 
in, and all other college sports are out. (That’s a lie. Get involved in 
as many as you possibly can. They’re all great. But you get this 
gist…) We look forward to seeing you this year! 
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University College Golf Club (UCGC) 
 
University College Golf Club is a relatively new team looking for 
enthusiastic players of all skill levels! Whether or not you’re an old pro, 
a casual player, or even never held a golf club in your life you are more 
than welcome. I’ll be more than happy to help coach beginners, and 
the College has clubs you can borrow. Matches are quite casual, we play 
a couple of the other colleges as well as amongst ourselves. If you have 
any questions feel free to email, and hope to see you at the Freshers’ 
Fair!  
Captain: Madeleine Krieger Email: madeleinek19@yahoo.com 
 
 

University College Rounder’s Club 
 
Rounder’s is open to all abilities including complete beginners and the 

aim is just to be a great way to relax and have fun during the spring and 

summer months. There will be a strong social aspect to the club, so 

Freshers will have the opportunity to meet new people and to get more 

involved in the Castle community. This will be achieved by regular 

memorable socials and weekly practices and matches. Keep your eyes 

peeled for more information regarding Rounder’s in Easter term! 
 
 

University College Cricket Club 
 

We are undoubtedly one of the most 
exciting clubs that we offer at Castle. 
With indoor games throughout the winter 
and Easter, and outdoor T20 matches and 
Wednesday nets in the summer, we offer 
budding and keen cricketers of all abilities 
the chance to quench their thirst for the 
wonderful game. We aim to play five T20  

matches in the summer of varied levels of competitiveness against 
other colleges throughout the summer. It can be a really great way to 
relax during exams, and the games are always a laugh. Furthermore 
our social scene can only be described as up and coming and vibrant. 
See you at the Freshers’ Fair! 
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University College Table Tennis Club 
 
Castle Table Tennis was started up only last year after the JCR received 
a table tennis table! Since then the club has gone from strength to 
strength competing in weekly matches against other colleges. It’s a 
great way to meet and become friends with new people over a variety 
of years. Whether you’re a beginner or a table tennis pro, or you want 
to play for fun or compete, Castle Table Tennis is a great way to get 
involved. We look forward to seeing you during Freshers’. 
 
 

Castle Pool 
 
Castle Pool is a friendly club open to players of all abilities. Pool is one 

of the most popular college sports in Durham with weekly matches 

taking place throughout the first two terms of the year. The As and Bs 
play in the Premiership division and have their games on a Wednesday 

night while the Cs play in lower leagues which are less serious but 

great fun. College Pool is a good opportunity to meet new people and 
try something a bit different. If you are interested or keen to get 

involved please contact Owen Jackson owen.jackson@durham.ac.uk 

or come and find us at Freshers' Fair. We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
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Committees 
 

 

University College Ents Committee 
 
Every college at Durham hosts numerous ents 
(events), however what many people say is so 
special about ents at our college is the 

location; attending balls in a UNESCO World 
Heritage Castle is somewhat magical. The Ents 
Committee, headed by the Social Chairman 
works to both plan and execute both small 

and large Ents within College. These range 
from themed gowned formals (such as a  
Think Pink Formal for Cancer Research) to balls such as Ladies 
Night and Halfway Hall. Many members of the committee then 
apply for the June Ball Committee which runs separately from the 
Ents Committee which is also managed by the Social Chairman. 
The Ents committee, as one of the larger societies within College 
has a lot to offer - positions on the team include sourcing 
aesthetics, working with logistics and administration, seeking 
sponsorship, selecting food and drink, and recruiting bands for 
entertainment. We encourage anyone to get involved as there are 
so many varied roles on the committee and we can easily work 
around individual time schedules and other commitments; 
furthermore, this is the perfect chance to develop key skills for 
graduate jobs and meet lots of people within College! The roles on 
the committee are divided between both Junior and Senior Ent 
Coordinators who are allocated different responsibilities - these will 
be explained in full in the Ents recruitment handbook which will be 
emailed out at the beginning of term along with details on the 
committee’s application process. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to email me (Lissy) at a.m.green@durham.ac.uk or 
alternatively come and have a chat with me once you arrive. I look 
forward to meeting you all soon! 
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Castle Community Action (CCA) 
 
Hello! CCA is a committee in the College which 
embodies the Castle motto of Non Nobis 
Solum, aiming, in a nutshell, to promote positive 
interaction between Castle students and 
members of the wider Durham community. We 
currently have four divisions which run regular 
volunteering sessions (Homelessness, Elderly 
Care and Heritage Management, Primary Ed, 
and Secondary Ed) so there really is something  
for everybody, for example, last academic year alone we recorded 
more than 1450 contact hours with the community which is over two 
hours per undergraduate student! We also run one-off events and liaise 
with outside bodies which offer further opportunities for volunteering 
– for more info watch out for our CCA booklet or email me (Cat) at 
cca.president@durham.ac.uk. Our first major event this year will be a 

youth conference on the 6th November, which we are running in 
partnership with UNESCO and the Durham World Heritage Site, so 
look out for us recruiting for help in Freshers’ Week, or send me an 
email if you are keen to get involved! Looking forward to meeting you 
all! 
 

Castle Technical Events Committee (UCTEC) 
 
Castle’s Technical Events Committee (Castle Tech) sees to the 
organisation, setting up and smooth running of College and many 
other events.  We also look after Castle’s own equipment and hire this 
to clients. Do consider joining Castle Tech to open the opportunity of 
working such events (when I say join, I mean a Facebook group!).  
You never have to work and no previous experience is required, yet 
you can learn on the job to gain valuable experience.  Working with 
Castle Tech should not only consist of being a member of a fun team, 
but also, being involved with events, their logistics and their acts can 
be extremely rewarding.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions (r.e.hely-hutchinson@durham.ac.uk).  I hope you are having 
a wonderful summer and I really look forward to meeting you during 
Freshers’ Week.  Ranulph 
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Castle D.U.C.K 
 
Castle DUCK is a branch of the Durham University Charity 
Kommittee, which offers a huge variety of opportunities in which to 
contribute to both local and worldwide charitable causes. We are 
responsible for Castle’s contribution to the total raised by DUCK, 
which is achieved through a number of different events and activities 
throughout the year. This year we will be running Castle DUCK with 
the assistance of an Exec that will include a number of specific 
positions, which any member of the JCR is welcome to apply for – this 
will be a fantastic opportunity to help a number of worthy causes 
whilst enhancing your CV and gaining valuable experience in 
organisational and leadership skills. DUCK can guarantee a rewarding 
experience with ample chances for creativity whilst fully involving 
yourself in the unique life that Castle will offer you. 
 

 

Societies 
 

 

Castle Theatre Company 
 

CTC is the oldest, one of the largest, and most 
successful theatre companies in Durham. 
Internationally revered and loved by the College, 
CTC showcases the best of Castle and University 
talent, each year performing phenomenal  
productions and delivering at the Durham Student Theatre award 
ceremonies. Our line-up last year included Hamlet and The Great 
Gatsby, and this year’s season is something to be very excited 
about, starting with The Crucible in fourth week of Michaelmas. 
 
If you are interested in theatre in any capacity, or simply keen to give 
something different a go, CTC is the perfect society for you! Look 
out for us at the Freshers’ Fair during Freshers’ Week or, if you have 
any questions, send an email to castletheatrecompany@gmail.com. 
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University College Music Society  
University College Music Society offers a wide range of opportunities 
for all Castle members to enjoy. From jazz to ukulele, from choirs to 
open-mic nights, there are so many ways of getting involved with our 
vibrant music scene.  
UCMS prides itself in supporting new societies so you want to start up 
a new Castle society or have any questions don’t hesitate to contact 
me via bethany.lines@durham.ac.uk .  
Happy 

performing! 

Bethany Lines 

UCMS President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Castle Big Band 
 
For musicians, maniacs, and people with nothing better to do on a 
Friday night! We’re looking for enthusiastic players who want to play a 
variety of music from pop to jazz in a relaxed and fun atmosphere. This 
is a relaxed, non-audition band that rehearses every Friday night (with 
an Undie break in the middle). We welcome all players at any level, so 
even if you’re a seasoned pro or an absolute beginner, we are excited to 
welcome you in October! We perform in a huge variety of musical 
styles and contexts; whether you’re looking for the pop, funk numbers 
of our sell-out Christmas Carnage Gig, the upbeat blues of our Swing 
Soc performances or the huge dance tunes that round out our 
performances at Fabio’s, Castle Big Band are always ready entertain. 
 

If you have any questions about the band email 

castle.bigband@durham.ac.uk 
 

President: Madeleine Krieger 

Vice-President: Ellie Miles 
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Mundie in the Undie  
The Castle House Band has traditionally been formed of those who run 
the biweekly College open mic event, ‘Mundie in The Undie’, as well as 
assisting in the entertainment of Freshers’ Week and other College events 
ex. Castle Day, Ents etc…Besides having played many events within 
College, we have successfully played for other college days, balls and 
events. 

uAny inquires message the Facebook group: 

https://www.facebook.com/ MundieDurham/?fref=ts 
 

Castle Choir  
University College's new non-auditioned choir, meeting every Saturday at 

1830. All are welcome!  
Any inquires message the facebook group, 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1114558815221013/?fref=ts 
 
 

 

Ukelele Soc  
Whether you’re an expert at playing the uke or you’ve never picked one up 
before in your life, University College Ukulele Club has got something for 
everyone. We're a solid casual group of enthusiastic players - of all 
different experience levels - who meet once a week to jam together! Our 
first hour consists of more tutorial-style workshops going through new 
skills for less-experienced players, before we go into the second half 
covering more adventurous songs at a more in-depth level. UCUC allows 
you to showcase your musical talent in a more relaxed environment and 
perform at a variety of events across the university.  
So if this sounds like it could be your forte, come along to UCUC and 
have a plucking good time!  
For further details, come give us a visit on the College Freshers' Fair, or 
drop us an email on ross.d.mccreery@durham.ac.uk and 
thomas.k.poon@durham.ac.uk or message us on Facebook to be added 
to the Facebook group for our weekly updates!  
See you in soon peeps,  
Ross McCreery & Tom Poon  
Joint Presidents & Musical Directors 
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Floreat Castellum 
 

Hello and welcome to Floreat Castellum, Castle's very own College 
magazine. Floreat provides a more lighthearted and less academic look 
at every possible aspect of college life: sports, events, the weird and 
wonderful, the salacious- you get the idea. Published five times a year, 
the first issue will be the Michaelmas ‘Freshers' Issue', featuring the 
infamous Castle Freshers’ Fit List, an events lowdown of where to be 
in the first Castle term of the year, the first Gossip Girl instalment and 
much more. Applications to join the writing and editorial team will be 
released soon. Feel free to get in touch: floreatmagazine@gmail.com 

Castle Arts Society 
 

Kanye West claimed, “I am Warhol. I am the 
number one most impactful artist of our 
generation. I am Shakespeare in the flesh.” I 
think we can all be artists. Running the most 
chilled-out cCollege events, Castle Arts 
Society offers a range of activities open to 
everyone, including painting, drawing, tie-dye 
and special events such as pumpkin-carving – 
it is the best  

place to try something new. We’re involved in Arts Week and will 

have an exhibition where you can enter and show off your work. Like 

our Facebook page, and if you have any questions or want to get 

involved please email me (Max Daniels) at 
maximilian.daniels@durham.ac.uk. 
 

Castle Sewing Society 
 
A place for people of any skill level to learn and practice sewing! 
Whether you've been sewing for ten years or you just want to learn 
how to fix that button that keeps falling off your coat, you're welcome 
to attend. We'll tailor the sessions to fit the needs of the members, so 
be sure to join the facebook group and respond to the polls that'll 
appear. Welcome to Castle, we look forward to meeting you! Email any 
queries to mariam.rashid@durham.ac.uk  
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University College Feminists 
 
UCF is a relaxed and open-minded group where we discuss gender 
issues that affect both University College and the wider world. The 
society meets on a regular basis and is open to everyone and anyone 
irrespective of gender or college affiliation. Our motto is “Feminism is 
Not a Rulebook”. 
 
 

 

Castle Photography Society 
 

Capture your Castle life on camera with 
University College Photography Society (more 

often known as Castle Photosoc). Whether 
you're a DSLR user, an Instagram enthusiast, or 
you've never tried photography at all...now is the 
time to start! No prior experience is required – 

only interest!  
You don't even need your own camera to participate, as there will 
always be some available for general use during our meetings. Get 
involved through the year with competitions, trips, skills sessions, and 
exhibitions. There will also be the opportunity to join our new team of 
events photographers, and experience the vibrant Castle social scene 
from the other side of the lens. Join our Facebook group to keep up to 
date with our latest themes, and any upcoming events - or simply to 
enjoy browsing photos taken by other members! Please contact Lina 
(galina.badalova@durham.ac.uk) if you have any questions. 

 
 

 

Sparkle Soc 
 
Sparkle Soc is a new society created to allow members of College the 
opportunity to participate in a variety of areas of College without the 
commitment of joining any committees. Lending a helping hand 
around College, Sparkle Soc aims to brighten even the dreariest of 
Durham days. 
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Castle Chapels 
 
Castle is home to two wonderful chapels, the 16th century Tunstall 
Chapel and the 11th century Norman Chapel, which is the oldest 
visible part of the Castle. Today the Chapels are spaces of stillness and 
prayer at the heart of a busy academic community. The ethos is one of 
a warm welcome to all, whether practising Christians or not. During 
term time, Choral Evensong is held at 6pm before Thursday Formal 
and a sung Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 11am. Come along 
on one of the Chapel Tours organised during Freshers’ Week and look 
out for Castle Chapel at the Freshers’ Fair! To find out more please 
visit the Castle Chapel website www.dur.ac.uk/castle.chapel/ or contact 
the Chapel Officers at castle.chapel@durham.ac.uk. 
 
 

Chapel Choir  
Castle Chapel Choir is a twenty-two strong auditioned   
 
choir and is probably the best Chapel Choir in Durham. It is the only 
society in Castle to provide yearly financial scholarships for eight of its 
members. The Choir sings two to three services a week and due to the 
vast repertoire it covers, a proficient level of sight-reading is required. 
The choir regularly tours both nationally and internationally. There will 
be an Open Evensong on the first Sunday of term to which anyone can 
come and sing. For more information, please refer to the Chapel 
Website 
 
 

Castle Christian Union 
 
Hey Freshers! We're so excited to welcome you to Castle! Castle CU is 
a great society to join if you're interested in Christianity. We meet on 
Friday evenings to read the Bible, pray and form relationships as 
witnesses to Christ in College and beyond. We are part of the Durham 
Inter-Collegiate CU (DICCU), who we join with in university-wide 
events and also have close ties with many of the churches in the city. 
We highly encourage getting stuck into a local church, and we'll have a 
number of walk downs in the first few weeks for you to get involved. 
Look on the DICCU website for more details. We look forward to 
meeting you during Freshers’ Week! 
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General Hints and Tips 

 

→ Everybody will be in the same position as you. Therefore, there's no other time 

like Freshers’ Week where you'll be able to go up and talk to anyone you want, so be 

confident and make the most of it.  
→ Join the group “Castle Freshers 2016 (University College)” on Facebook.  

It’ll prove a very useful resource. You’ll be able to chat with others about to join 
 

Castle, as well as ask questions of the Freshers’ Reps (Freps) and Exec members. Also 

check out our twitter page and ‘castlejcr’ snapchat 
 
→ Don’t worry about having your parents around for the first few hours; everyone will 

be in the same boat. Let them enjoy the meal (if they’ve elected to have it) and the 

surroundings before you rush them off! 
 
→ Sign up for numerous clubs/societies during Freshers’ Week. They’re an easy 

way to meet lots of people quickly and will prove very enjoyable. Keep in mind, you’re 

allowed to drop out of something if you’re not enjoying it/haven’t got enough time! 
 
→ Don’t forget the University Freshers’ Fair during your first week, where you’ll be 

exposed to what feels like thousands of clubs. However, don’t hand over any money 

until you are certain you want to commit, mainly because college sports clubs/societies 

usually prove more popular. 
 
→ Some people don’t enjoy Freshers’ Week, that’s a fact. You wouldn’t be unusual if 

you’re one of them. It can be overwhelming because it’s designed to introduce you to a 

lot of new people. That’s why the Welfare Team is around, to have a chat. However, as 

you find your circle of friends, you’ll only have more and more fun as the term goes on. 
 
→ Getting to know people on your course can be helpful for future group projects 

and revision sessions. 
 
→ Check with your parents whether your home insurance covers you in 

Durham, if not then look into viable options, or ask our advice on arrival. 
 
→ Make sure you’ve set up a student bank account; normally they will offer 

around £1000 interest free overdrafts. If you’re international, we’ll help you during 

International Freshers’ Week! 
 
→ Have some sort of budget – students often hit their overdraft quickly, but rest assured 

that it’s not mandatory for having a good time. 
 
→ Your loan may arrive late; therefore try to have enough money in your account to 

cover for this. However, please speak to us if there is a problem, we’re here to help 

and the University and College has procedures to help you out. 
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A Few Last Things… 

 

When sending an email on DUO, clicking the ‘To’ button will open a box that’ll allow you to 

search for people by their surname. This will be obvious to some people; however, some people 

only realise it at the end of second year. 

 
Year groups are relatively immaterial at Castle. There’s a good chance that some of your 

closest friends will be members of different years. This happens because of sports teams / 

societies / bands etc... 

 
Go to your lectures / tutorials, sounds obvious but many slack off a fair amount. Without 

lectures you’ll not know the nature of your modules, meaning that you’ll be seriously struggling 

come the exam period. Unexplained absence can also trigger an Academic Progress Notice. You 

should see the Senior Tutor if you are absent from Durham, and if you struggle with your academic 

work.. 
 
There is a Junior Mentor Scheme available to all undergraduates with MCR members who have 

volunteered to provide extra academic help or advice to any undergraduates who feel it would benefit 

them. This is in addition to your college mentor and any tutors/mentors you may have in your 

department. What they can offer you will vary depending on what you need, from meeting up once for 

a casual chat to help you understand how to do a specific set problem or to discuss an essay, to regular 

formalised tutoring to help you catch up on lectures you missed or work you’re falling behind with. A 

list of MCR members who have volunteered, along with their subjects and areas of research can be 

found at: www.dur.ac.uk/university.college/current/juniormentors/  

 
Please respect your accommodation. The cleaners often have to deal with shocking mess. 

Therefore, out of courtesy please clean up after yourself, and be friendly towards them, they’re a 

brilliant group. Make an effort to get to know the Porters, they’re incredibly helpful, and this’ll 

just aid the atmosphere around Castle. 

 
For some of you, drinking together in Moatside will be a good way to make friends. 

However, an even easier place to make friends is the Undie. The prices are cheap; 

therefore, try to refrain from pre-drinking in your accommodation, in favour of enhancing 

the Undie’s already incredible atmosphere. It’s the best way. Fact. 

 
The vast majority absolutely love their time at Castle. 

 
As it goes so quickly, make the most of it! 
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‘Not for ourselves 

alone’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Floreat Castellum 
 
 

 


