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Durham Are Crowned Triple National Champions 
by Jess Roche 

Durham University have been crowned 
Triple National Champions at the recent 
Winter Nationals (Thursday 9th- Sunday 
12th February). Out of  160 teams, 
Durham managed to finish in the gold 
medal position in three of  the categories 
and managed an impressive third in the 
upper immediate level. Over the weekend 
Durham were the only university to 
manage three wins and this is incredibly 
impressive considering the club only had 9 
members eighteen months ago. Special 
mention the Castle members of  the team, 
Ben Evans, Annie Berry and Alice Crawford. 

The long weekend started strongly for the Durham teams with the Durham 
Tigers (Ben Evans, Kate Turner and Jess Roche) kicking the winning off  with 
an impressive 3-0 win against our local rivals, Leeds. The two other novice 
teams, Panthers and Lynx, were determined not to let the side down and 
powered through the first round in their categories as well. The day was not yet 
over for the Tigers and even though snow had started falling on Rugby they 
had another match that day against Cardiff. Even though the ponies and riders 
were not particularly keen on all the white stuff  that had appeared, the Durham 
team cruised to the semi-finals with a relatively easy 4-0 win. 

After an impressive start to Durham's national campaign, the second day 
brought with it a lot of  nerves. Our strongest beginners team, Durham Jaguars 
(Holly Gadsby, Anita Golash and Junaid Safdar) put these unfounded worries 
to rest with an 8-1 victory against Manchester. This is an incredibly impressive 
scoreline considering in polo each period of  play is only 7 minutes! Holly 
Gadsby, ensured all of  Durham were on the correct ponies at the correct time, 
which may sound like an easy task, but with over 160 teams and hundreds of  
ponies milling around this can often prove difficult.

Castle’s Polo Stars
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Durham woke up on Saturday morning to the realisation that three of  their 
teams were in the semi-finals with only the inters team to go. The Durham 
Lions, our inters team, had a very difficult starting match against Oxford 
University in sub zero temperatures. It was very close until the final whistle 
with Durham narrowly losing 2-1 to the very experienced Oxford team. The 
Lions were not willing to lose another chukka so they upped the power to 
convincingly beat Royal Holloway 5-1 in their second match of  the 
tournament. This was very impressive as the team had never played together 
before, but the Holloway match demonstrated how well the players gelled and 
worked together.  

On the Saturday evening Durham let their hair down a bit at the Rugby Polo 
Club party, all dressed as "Cards Against Humanity". With the Sunday finals 
looming over three of  our teams the nerves were at an all time high! Whilst 
most of  the other universities could relax, Durham could only focus on what 
may happen on Sunday afternoon. 

Sunday dawned bright and early for those teams in Durham who were playing 
at 9am. Holly Gadsby, ensured all of  Durham were on the correct ponies at the 
correct time, which may sound like an easy task, but with over 160 teams  and 
hundreds of  ponies milling around this can often prove difficult. The Durham 
finalists had to wait around until the late afternoon before they were able to 
play, which made for a rather stressful Sunday.  

Durham Panthers (Annie Berry, Chris Young and Junaid Safdar) were the first 
Durham team to play their final. They were met by a very determined and 
strong Kent team who weren't willing to give Durham the gold without a long 
battle. At the final whistle the score was 2-2 which meant the result would be 
decided be penalties. After three rounds of  penalties, which is more than any 
other game in the tournament, Durham Panthers managed to keep their cool 
and they won on sudden death.
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Durham Jaguars (Holly Gadsby, Junaid Safdar and Anita Golash) had gone into 
the final with easy wins in all the previous matches. The final against Liverpool 
was no different with the Jaguars cruising to an easy win, which shocked the 
Liverpool side, especially considering Durham cannot train as much as other 
unis because of  how far away our training grounds are. 

With the night closing in and the temperature dropping, the final team to go, 
the Durham Tigers (Jess Roche, Ben Evans and Kate Turner) felt an incredible 
pressure not to let their university down. Their ponies had been waiting around 
for two hours due to delays and they were ready to show the crowds what they 
were capable of. The Tigers showed their dominance against UWE from the 
throw in charging down the pitch to score their first goal. Once the first goal 
was in it was as if  Durham could do no wrong. Goal after goal followed each 
other with a final score of  8-0 to the Tigers, their most decisive win of  the 
tournament. This win allowed Durham to take home another first place. 

The weekend could not have gone any better for the Durham teams. Three first 
places at the largest polo tournament in the world is beyond anything we could 
have dreamed of. The growth and expansion of  the club this year and the 
support from these new members allowed Durham to take all the other 
universities by surprise. We look forward to the Summer Nationals in June 
where we hope to take 
home even more 
silverware. We must thank 
our coach, Tony Wesche, 
from the White Rose Polo 
Club, as well as Jeremy 
Pidgeon from Rugby who 
ensured we were full 
prepared for the national 
competition.  
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Men’s Badminton

22/02/17 Castle A 1-8 Grey A

Indoor Cricket

18/02/17 Castle A 71-110 Grey A

18/02/17 Castle A 87-88 St. John’s A

Men’s Football

18/02/17 Castle A 0-0 St. Mary’s A

18/02/17 Castle B 5-2 Hild Bede B

18/02/17 Castle C 4-2 Stephenson C

Women’s Football

19/02/17 Castle A 2-0 St. Chad’s A

Mixed Lacrosse

30/10/16 Castle A 6 - 3 Hatfield A

30/10/16 Castle B 5 - 2 Stephenson

05/11/16 Castle B 4 - 2 Trevs A

Netball

29/10/16 Castle B 29 - 15 Collingwood D

30/10/16 Castle C 12 - 14 Hild Bede D

Men’s Rugby

19/02/17 Castle A 48-5 Grey A

Men’s Hockey

18/02/17 Castle A 2-0 Trevs A

Women’s Hockey

18/02/17 Castle A 5-4 Hild Bede A

Men’s Squash

19/02/17 Castle A 4-1 St. John’s A

18/02/17 Castle B 1-4 Hatfield A

Women's Squash

19/02/17 Castle A 4-1 St. Aidan’s A

Table Tennis

19/02/17 Castle A 1-8 St. John’s A

Ultimate Frisbee

29/10/16 Castle A 1 - 11 Ustinov A

Women’s Rugby

18/02/17 Cuthle A 49-5 Hild Bede A

Recent Results

Women’s Badminton

11/02/17 Castle A 2-7 John Snow A

Volleyball

12/02/17 Castle A 7-8 St. John’s B


